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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-495
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Joost
Date of Introduction: July 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: July 28, 2011
Type of Action: Designation of grant agent
Bill Summary: The bill designates First Coast Crime Stoppers Inc. as the City’s agent for the purpose of applying to and receiving grant funds from the Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund for a period of three years expiring in 2014.
Background Information: The Florida Statutes provide that counties may apply for grants from the Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund to fund the operation of a Crime Stoppers tip line within their jurisdiction, but only if there is an official member of the Florida Crime Stoppers Association operating within that county.  Either the county or the official Crime Stoppers Association member may be the applicant for the grant, and the funds must be used to support the operation of the Crime Stoppers system in the county.  This bill designates First Coast Crime Stoppers Inc., the only official member of the Florida Crime Stoppers Association in the Fourth Judicial Circuit, as the City’s designee to apply for and directly receive the funds to support its operations in the First Coast area.  The Crime Stoppers Trust Fund is funded by a $20 court surcharge on criminal convictions in county or circuit court which is forwarded to the State Attorney’s Office.  The local applicant receives the amount of surcharge revenue collected within the county.
Policy Impact Area: Crime prevention/resolution
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined - the grant amount is dependent on the number of criminal convictions and the percentage of surcharges that are actually paid by the felons.
Analyst: Clements
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